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REVIEWS 


British universities encyclopedia. 
v.l, World’s universities. 538p. v.II, 
World’s libraries and __ librarians. 
571p. 25 6/10cm. x 18%cm. Besse- 
mer House, Adelphi, London, W.C.2, 
British universities encyclopedia, Itd., 
1939. [handled by G. E. Stechert, 
N.Y.] loose-leaf, fabrikoid binders, 
index tabs for each country, 10gns. 
for the set of 2v., including the first 
year’s supplements; 2gns. thereafter 
for the annual supplements. 


V.1, World’s universities. The Pub- 
lishers acknowledge “. . . the invaluable 


assistance of those officers of universi- 
ties throughout the world who have co- 
operated with them...” and claim “the 
greatest care has been taken to ensure that 
all information given is accurate and up- 
to-date” and that “errors inevitable in a 
first edition will be progressively elimi- 
nated in subsequent revisions, and the 
notification of any inaccuracies will be 
welcomed.” Nowhere in this volume is 
there a clue to the names of the editorial 
staff responsible for the work of compila- 
tion. 

The arrangement of the information 
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is a geographical one under four general 
headings, (1) Europe, including Great 
Britain, Northern Ireland, Irish Free 
State and Malta, (2) British Empire, 
(3) United States of America and (4) 
Other overseas countries. Subheadings 
are alphabetically arranged by country 
and under each country alphabetically 
by city, i.e., Europe, Czecho-Slovakia— 
Bratislava, Brno (Briinn) , Olomouc, etc. 

The general scheme followed for the 
individual entries is to give a short his- 
tory of the institution, the number of 
students enrolled, and a list under each 
department of those of professional rank. 
The historical paragraphs where included, 
are clearly written and generally accurate. 
Among the inaccuracies noted was the 
date of the founding of the University 
of New Brunswick, given as 1859. The 
date given in Index generalis, 1938 and 
in the calendar of this university is 1800. 
The address of the University of Ala- 
bama is given as Tuscaloosa, instead of 
University, Alabama. 

The enrolment statistics in some in- 
stances have the year bracketed after the 
figures. For Great Britain it is gen- 
erally 1937 or 1938; for the United 
States, 1937; for the British empire sec- 
tion, no statistics. Signs of careless spell- 
ing and checking were noted. For in- 
stance, the statistics for the University 
of Michigan are given as 1,840 instead 
of 18,040 students, and the Dean of En- 
gineering of Michigan State College is 
listed as H. B. Dicks and also as H. B. 
Dorks instead of H. B. Dirks. Some 
universities, no longer in existence, such 
as the University of Angers, are included 
with their histories outlined. The fact 
that they are no longer in existence is 


mentioned. World’s universities was 
found to include some universities not in 
the Index generalis, 1938, such as a sec- 
tion on the U.S.S.R., the University of 
Salonica in Greece, etc. A number of 
large American universities are not in- 
cluded in World’s universities. Among 
these are De Paul, Fordham, Hunter, 
Oklahoma A. & M., Pennsylvania State 
and Wayne, all of which have an enrol- 
ment of over 5,000 students. 

There are no illustrations in this 
volume. ‘The printing is clear and on 
paper of good quality. The so-called 
“index” is in reality only a table of con- 
tents, arranged geographically by the 
name of the country and under the coun- 
try by city. The names of individuals 
and universities are not included in this 
“index.” 

V. II, World’s libraries and librarians 
is similar in arrangement, content and 
format to World’s universities. The pub- 
lisher in an unsigned Foreword states 
that this “. . . volume is designed in the 
first place to give conveniently tabulated 
information concerning every library of 
importance in the world; in the second 
to indicate something of the historical 
background of the principal libraries of 
every country, their special character and 
notable features, their methods of meet- 
ing such special professional problems as 
storage, classification and cataloguing, 
and, in many cases the personal histories 
of their librarians.” Nowhere in the 
volume is there a clue to the names of 
the editorial staff responsible for the 
work of compilation. 

The information is arranged under 
four general headings, (1) Europe, (2) 
British Empire, (3) United States of 
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America and (4) Other overseas coun- 
tries. Subheadings under these general 
headings are alphabetically arranged by 
country and under each country alpha- 
betically by city, i.e., Europe, Belgium— 
Antwerp, Arlon, Ath, Bruges, etc. 

The information generally given for 
each library is the date of foundation, 
name of librarian or librarians, size of 
collection, general descriptive notes con- 
cerning the history of the library, general 
and special collections, restrictions and 
privileges granted to users, and some- 
times a photograph of the library and a 
portrait of the librarian. For most 
American libraries the information is 
extremely brief being limited to the date 
of founding, name of the librarian and 
the number of volumes in the library col- 
lection. 

The statistics are inaccurate in many 
instances in v. II. This is indicated in the 
following examples: The figures imme- 
diately following the library name are 
those given in World’s libraries; the 
figures in curves are those given by the 
American library directory, 1939; e.g., 
Cleveland Public Library, 75,000 vol- 
umes (2,042,923) ; Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, 957,000 (1,017,856) ; Hous- 
ton Public Library, 142,000 (201,917). 
On checking over the officers for 
the Academy of Medicine, Toronto, 
which officers change every year, it was 
found that the President and Secretary 
given were those for 1936-37. The sec- 
tion on Austrian libraries is included 
under Germany and the National Library 
at Vienna is listed as the State Library 
of Vienna, its official name since the An- 
schluss of Munich, 1938. The above 
examples show that the compilation suf- 


— 


fers from unevenness of revision. 

The illustrations of library buildings 
and librarians’ portraits are well repro- 
duced. The printing is clear and on 
paper of good quality. Numerous inac- 
curacies were noted in the spelling of 
words: e.g., Ottumiva for Ottumwa, 
Oskalossa for Oskaloosa, Ontoari for 
Ontario, colleotion for collection, meth- 
odes for methods, etc. There are also 
geographical errors, such as the listing 
of the Legislative Library of Charlotte- 
town, Prince Edward Island, Canada, 
under the section headed Newfoundland. 

The historical notes concerning the 
European libraries and_ biographical 
notes on librarians are the most complete. 
As there is no index to these biographies 
and portraits their usefulness is limited. 
The “index” which appears at the front 
of the volume is in reality only a table 
of contents, arranged geographically by 
the names of the country, and under the 
country by city. The names of individ- 
uals and libraries are not included in 
this index. One would have to know 
that the Enoch Pratt Free Library is in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in order to locate 
it in the “index.” The inclusion of li- 
braries of the U.S.S.R. (p.345-70) is a 
feature not found in the Index generalis, 
1938. Some of this information is to be 
found in Minerva, 1937. To test the 
inclusiveness of American libraries the 
section under Iowa (p.445-47) was com- 
pared with the American library direc- 
tory, 1939 (p.125-43). The latter 
volume includes more recent and more 
detailed information especially for the 
smaller libraries. The Canadian section 
of World’s libraries and librarians is like- 
wise incomplete and makes no use of the 
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report of the Biennial survey of librar- 
ies; the West Indian section ignores the 
report made by Ernest C. Savage, The 
libraries of Bermuda, the Bahamas, the 
British West Indies ...a report to the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
1934. 

A supplement to the American section 
of v. II has been issued and claims to 
completely revise the sections on the 
states, alphabetically from Alabama to 
the District of Columbia. Other sup- 
plements are promised to complete the 
revision of the United States chapter. 
In the revised sheet, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
entries are omitted entirely and the Uni- 
versity of Alabama Library is now cor- 
rectly situated in University. In v. I, 
which has no supplement to date, the 
University of Alabama is still located in 
Tuscaloosa. The revision is thus shown 
to be proceeding unevenly. 

In view of the inaccuracies, incomplete- 
ness and high cost of the set it is not 
recommended except for those large li- 
braries which can afford the set as an 
extra purchase. 


The new analytical Bible and dic- 
tionary of the Bible. Authorized 
version. 24cm. Chicago, John A. 
Dickson publishing co., c1938. 1960p. 
art cloth (style 20) $7.75; keratol, 
straight edge binding (style 30-K) 
$9.75; leather (style 50) $13.50. 
Other styles from $10.00 to $18.75. 
Thumb index 50c extra. 


The New analytical Bible and diction- 
ary of the Bible is a new edition of the 
New analytical indexed Bible, copyright 
1931, which was reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin for January 


1937. Dr. James R. Kaye, author of 
Student's Bible guide and other religious 
publications, continues as editor. 

This new edition follows the same plan 
and purpose as the earlier volume. 
Printed in the King James version, ex- 
cept for some corrections inserted in 
brackets in the text, the book lends it- 
self to readers who like to do their devo- 
tional reading from this translation. The 
corrections are valuable for those who 
seek a more accurate translation from 
the original language. These corrections 
are from “the more correct renderings 
of the American revised version, copy- 
right 1929 by the International Council 
of Religious Education.” 

Several changes and added special fea- 
tures increase the reference value of the 
1938 edition. A Bible dictionary, 300 
pages in length, replaces the 200-page 
Index and digest that appeared in the 
1931 volume. Included in this section 
are names, places and topics. The ar- 
rangement is alphabetical and frequent 
cross references to other special sections 
of the volume are given. 

A new section immediately preceding 
the Book of Acts is entitled “Teachings 
of Christ” and is alphabetically arranged 
by subject. 

A third innovation is the subject index 
to the notes and helps that follows the 
Concordance. 

The volume is accompanied by a “‘Sys- 
tematic study of the New analytical 
Bible” written by the editor. This paper- 
bound pamphlet of 72 pages (23'%4cm.) 
includes a detailed analysis of the Bible 
and fifteen hundred questions on the 
Bible that are answered by the helps of 
the Analytical Bible. 
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The New analytical Bible and dic- 
tionary of the Bible is factual, conserva- 
tive and free from any denominational 
bias. The book is recommended for per- 
sonal or library purchase for the use of 
the Bible student or teacher. 


The Pocket university ... 13v. 18% 
cm. N.Y., Doubleday, 1938. $29.85. 


This set was formerly published under 
the title Master classics. Some reference 
has already been made to the Pocket 
university in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
April 1932, p.30, in the review of the 
University library, which set incorporated 
material from the Pocket university. 

The Pocket university, imprint 1938, 
includes 12 volumes of literary excerpts 
of prose and poetry by writers of various 
periods and countries, arranged under the 
following subject headings: v.1, Science; 
v.2, Travel; v.3, Biography; v.4, His- 
tory; v.5, Letters; v.6, 7, Fiction; v.8, 
Essays; v.9, 10, Poems; v.11, Drama; 
v.12, Autobiography. The thirteenth 
volume of the set, entitled Guide to daily 
reading, was edited by William Rose 
Benét in consultation with Henry Seidel 
Canby and Christopher Morley. It con- 
tains a foreword by Mr. Benét explain- 
ing the purpose of the set, an essay, “On 
books and reading,” a calendar of sug- 
gested daily readings from the set, an 
Index of authors and an Index of titles. 

Mr. Benét in his foreword speaks of 
“the man with an instinct for self- 
improvement” and continues: 

“But such a man will not be satisfied 
merely with the books of the day and 
hour, excellent as some of them may be. 
He will need a standard of comparative 
values which can be secured only 


through acquaintance with the best work 
of the past. And, if his life is particu- 
larly active, at first he will need short- 
cuts to the best, some sort of outline to 
what has been written, striking examples 
both old and new in various fields of 
writing. The Pocket university, this 
present series of books, furnishes the busy 
man with precisely such an introduction 
to literature. . . . It claims to be nothing 
more than an introduction to the wide 
and golden domain of letters, but it does 
claim to be a highly practical introduction, 
full of cogent hints as to what is best 
worth reading in the world’s great library 
of books.” 

In a letter to the Committee, the Pub- 
lishers bureau, agent for the set, writes: 
“Frankly, we do not recommend the 
POCKET UNIVERSITY for library use; in- 
stead, we direct our efforts toward selling 
the PocKET UNIVERSITY to individuals, 
to whom we recommend it not as a set 
of books but as a course of study designed 
to awaken the individual’s interest in 
literature obtainable at his or her public 
library.” 

As a course of study, the reader would 
be expected to follow the Guide to daily 
reading, which includes brief and chatty 
notes on the set under the suggested daily 
readings. The notes are so superficial in 
character that the information given lacks 
perspective. For example, the notes on 
Christopher Marlowe, p.106, begin with 
“Christopher Marlowe did not confine 
his attention to a single tavern” and end 
with “He was killed finally in a tavern 
brawl,” with some nine lines sandwiched 
between on his literary genius, the sub- 
stance of which is contained in the Stand- 
ard dictionary’s statement, “an English 
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dramatist who developed blank verse.” 

The set is printed on poor paper of only 
average legibility. The small type in the 
index is difficult to read and would dis- 
courage the reader from using this 
section of the book. The binding is at- 
tractive in appearance. The boards, how- 
ever, are too light for library use, but 
are suitable for home use. 

Individually the volumes might prove 
useful for supplementary reading or for 
“stepping-stone” material in school and 
in adult education work, under the guid- 
ance of a well-trained leader. The brief 
excerpts and scrappy notes have little to 
offer the individual as a home study 
course. The cost of the set is much 
greater than the price of an equal number 
of individual titles of proved worth in 
such fields. The set is not recommended. 


Richards topical encyclopedia, ed. 
by Ernest Hunter Wright and Mary 
Heritage Wright; James Albert 
Richards, managing ed. and director 
of art. 15v. 25% cm. Kingsport, 
Tenn., J. A. Richards, inc., c1933-39. 
fabrikoid $34.90. 


A plan for growing up, by Marion 
Quinlan Davis. 25%cm. Kingsport, 
Tenn., J. A. Richards, inc., c1939. 
351p. Included in the original set. 


Richards year book; a history of the 
year, 1938. 25%cm. Kingsport, 
Tenn., J. A. Richards, inc., c1939. 
862p. $3.65 (this volume not included 
in set). 

This encyclopedia was planned pri- 
marily for the school-age child, to en- 
courage reading as well as specific re- 


search. Since the original edition was 
reviewed in the July 1934 issue of 
Subscription Books Bulletin, a complete 
reorganization of subject matter has been 
effected. The company speaks of this 
edition as a new publication but a care- 
ful comparison of articles shows, in 
general, only plate corrections. The most 
noticeable change is the reorganization 
of information by units, which in turn 
are grouped into still larger classifica- 
tions. 

The set is so arranged that the first 
four volumes contain units of science; 
the next four, history; two more, indus- 
try and applied science; three, art and 
biography; and one, recreation, leaving 
the last volume for the bibliography and 
general index. This organization is a 
marked improvement over that of the 
earlier edition which contained 12 vol- 
umes instead of the present 16. 

The organization of each section re- 
sembles a unit of study in a modern text- 
book with a page of working directions 
at the beginning of each topic. In the 
old edition the space which these direc- 
tions now occupy was filled with jokes, 
riddles and bits of unrelated information 
which broke the continuity of thought. 
This type of recreational activity has now 
been transferred to the volume for 
leisure-time occupations. A good feature 
is the continued liberal indication of 
pronunciation after difficult words in the 
text. 

In using these volumes the child may 
find that the projects suggested re- 
quire more specific information for 
their execution than the article itself pro- 
vides. One activity suggested is the 
identification of different kinds of cheeses 
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by tasting and smelling, and yet the ar- 
ticle supplying the information is con- 
cerned primarily with a description of 
the appearance and the manufacturing 
process of each variety of cheese. In the 
article on perfume, the child is directed 
to extract the attar of roses by the use 
of steam, while the article itself describes 
the undertaking as an intricate process 
for which a special species of rose is 
necessary. It seems that the child might 
have difficulty in following some of these 
directions. The thought questions and 
motivation for further study given on the 
same page with the projects are usually 
more practical. 

The actual wording and style of the 
articles are unchanged. Many headings 
and summaries have a condescending tone 
or are fanciful in expression. The un- 
reality and the imaginative tone sug- 
gested by the headings belies the actually 
good exposition used in a number of the 
scientific and musical topics. 

The choice of subject matter is ques- 
tionable, particularly in the biography 
section. Many persons are included who 
have little appeal for the child, as for 
instance, the leading Portuguese and 
Spanish writers. In an _ encyclopedia 
which purports to encourage general 
reading, it seems that these articles might 
have been selected with more discrimina- 
tion. The history volumes are strongly 
political in tone and will probably be in- 
applicable to the child studying the more 
socialized texts. The volume discussing 
the social and economic aspects of his- 
tory is only fair. 

The index volume makes this classified 
material available. The index is minute, 
including unnecessary references from 


a 


which little relevant information is sup- 
plied. Pictures as well as topics are in- 
cluded, and, as far as checked, the page 
references have been accurately listed. 
This volume includes also a general 
bibliography prepared by Miss Isabel 
Munro of the H. W. Wilson Company. 
The books suggested are recent and ap- 
propriate. 

Several features are new to this edi- 
tion. The history section includes a 
volume of information about the various 
states with additional geographic facts 
similar to those in a small atlas or gazet- 
teer. The volume on_ leisure-time 
activities brings together scattered recrea- 
tional ideas and adds some material on 
sports. This information is set up in 
learning units. In addition to games, this 
volume includes fairy tales and fables 
formerly scattered throughout the set. 
The retelling of these children’s classics 
is poorly done and librarians will consider 
this section unsatisfactory. 

The illustrations, with some excep- 
tions, are those used in the earlier set. 
In addition to the many small black-and- 
white cuts there are a number of colored 
plates in the volumes. Maps bearing the 
imprint of the L. L. Poates engraving 
company of New York have been added 
to the history section. They are clear and 
offer the amount of detail expected in a 
small school atlas. Although the maps 
are well placed in relation to the text, the 
pictures and page diagrams are less 
favorably arranged. 

The two independent volumes match 
the set in format but not in purpose, as 
they will be more useful to the parent 
than the child. A plan for growing up 
is a text on character education for 
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parents’ use. The other volume, the 
Richards year book is organized alpha- 
betically and is similar to the usual an- 
nual supplement with a survey of world 
events for 1938. It includes many sub- 
jects of adult interest written with a more 
mature vocabulary than is used in the 
rest of the set. Both of these books seem 
unrelated to the rest of the set in purpose, 
subject and style. 

It is evident that the publishers have 
endeavored to make this set more useful 
than the previous edition both in its 
organization and in its content. Com- 
mendable as the effort is, still more 
work is needed to raise the finished prod- 
uct to the level desirable in juvenile 
encyclopedias. Articles need to be re- 
cast in the light of present educational 
trends, and the general style of editorial 
comment more closely harmonized with 
the child’s own direct manner of speech 
and thought. The set is not recommended 
for first purchase by schools or public 
libraries. 


The story of the Bible, told by living 
writers of authority. London, Wa- 
verley book company, 1939. Distrib- 
uted in the United States by Wm. H. 
Wise & co. 4v. artcraft binding $19.30; 
cloth $15.30. 


The purpose of this set is “to present 
a geographical and historical background 
to the places and events of the Bible.” 
It is planned “to meet the needs of the 
man and woman in the pew, the lay- 
preacher and the Sunday school teacher, 
the Bible class leader.” 

The articles are signed by the 65 con- 
tributors, all British scholars or clergy- 
men of recognized standing, representing 


many Protestant faiths. The general 
editor of the set is not named. Among 
the contributors are the Rev. Canon §S. 
L. Brown, professor of Hebrew and Old 
Testament Exegesis, King’s College, 
London; the Very Reverend S. C. Car- 
penter, Dean of Exeter; J. R. Coates, 
professor in Old Testament Language 
and Literature, Selly Oak Colleges, Bir- 
mingham; H. F. Lovell Cocks, principal, 
Scottish Congregational College, Edin- 
burgh; F. E, England, minister of Bex- 
hill Presbyterian Church; Conrad Noel, 
vicar of Thaxted; Basil A. Mathews, 
author of 4 life of Christ and lecturer 
in American theological seminaries; 
Rev. Preb. W. O. E. Oesterley, emeritus 
professor of Hebrew and Old Testa- 
ment, King’s College, London; A. Mor- 
ton Price, minister of Congregational 
Church, Kirkcaldy. 

The point of view of the contributors 
is conservative, but not narrowly dog- 
matic. 

To each book of the Bible taken in 
regular order, three chapters are devoted. 
In the first, a clergyman tells the story 
of the book. The next is concerned with 
the date, authorship and circumstances in 
which the book was written. Conflicting 
interpretations, such as the identification 
of the Pharaoh of the oppression, are 
stated fairly. With these comments 
is an interpretation of the book’s 
religious message. The third of the chap- 
ters about each book is an account of its 
historical, geographical, social, economic 
and political background. The results 
of recent archeological excavation and ex- 
ploration are graphically described and 
excellently illustrated. Among the arche- 
ologists who have contributed articles are 
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Sir Frederic G. Kenyon, president of the 
British school of archaeology at Jeru- 
salem ; Stephen L. Caiger, author of Bible 
and spade; Sir Charles Marston, author 
of The Bible is true. The Gospels are 
accompanied by chapters describing the 
topography, politics and social conditions 
in Palestine in the days of the Herods, 
and the Acts and the Epistles are made 
vivid by chapters concerned with the 
Roman world in the time of St. Paul and 
the place of the Epistles in first-century 
life. The importance of the Bible as lit- 
erature is brought out in sections headed 
The literary beauty of the Bible. Here 
passages are reprinted in the words of the 
Authorized version, with notes. 

The Old and New Testament Apocry- 
phal books are concisely summarized and 
the story of their writing is linked with 
an account of their historical and geo- 
graphical background. 

An attractive feature of the set is the 
illustrations. There are more than 1,200 
reproductions of photographs and of 
famous religious paintings, many in 
color. Clearly printed full-page maps 
in color show Palestine at different pe- 
riods, the Persian and Assyrian empires, 
Babylonia, Egypt, St. Paul’s journeys 
and the Roman world. 

The volumes are paged continuously, 
with an excellent index to the set, in the 
fourth volume, giving pronunciation of 
dificult words. The books are well 
bound, with adequate margins. The 
type is clear and the maps and pictures 
have informative captions. 

The set is interesting to all readers 
who have a background of Bible knowl- 
edge and is useful for reference work with 
laymen, students of the Bible, ministers 


Gites 


and teachers of Sunday school classes. It 
is recommended for home or public librar- 
ies. 


Vallentine’s Jewish encyclopaedia; 
ed. by Albert M. Hyamson and 
A. M., Silbermann. Lond., Shapiro, 
1938. 696p. illus. pl. ports. maps. 15s. 


This small, one-volume encyclopaedia 
is intended primarily for the use of 
Jewish readers. The preface states that 
the field of a Jewish encyclopaedia “‘is 
confined to topics of Jewish interest and 
to persons of Jewish birth . . . who have 
distinguished themselves . . . in any field 
of activity or thought.” Limitations of 
space have made brief treatment of most 
topics necessary. 

Mr. Hyamson is the author of several 
works pertaining to the Jewish race and 
is a former director of the Department 
of immigration of the Palestine govern- 
ment. Dr. Silbermann has had previous 
experience as editor of Hebrew works. 
The list of contributors includes many 
scholars and authorities in their respective 
fields. Most of the longer articles are 
signed with initials and the assignment 
of topics to contributors is commendable. 
Biographical articles and articles on cities 
and towns are generally unsigned. The 
articles are exceptionally good and an- 
swer questions raised by both the Jew 
and the Gentile. 

In a work of this size the amount of 
space to be given to any topic is limited; 
however, all topics of ecclesiastic and 
sacred nature which one would expect to 
find in this volume are included and the 
information given is dependable and ac- 
curate. Biographies of the prophets and 
articles on festivals, holidays and customs 
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were checked with the information on 
the same subjects in the 12-volume Jew- 
ish encyclopedia published by Funk & 
Wagnalls, reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January 1934. It was 
found that all essential information on 
ecclesiastic and sacred subjects is given 
brief but clear treatment. Vallentine’s 
Jewish encyclopaedia is more scholarly 
in tone than the Encyclopedia of Jewish 
knowledge, reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, April 1936. 

The volume contains numerous biog- 
raphies, including some of living men 
and women, although for the most part 
they are so brief that they contain little 
more than an identification of the person. 

The amount of space given to topics 
of secular nature varies. Material of 
interest to Zionists is emphasized. The 
fine article on Palestine covers 20 pages 
and is accompanied by excellent plates 
and maps. There is a splendid article 
on Jewish periodicals and an equal 
amount of space is given to both English 
and American Jewish publications. The 
Zionist origin of many of the periodicals 
is indicated. 

The preface explains the use of the 
Sephardic pronunciation and the system 
of transliteration used. The practices 
followed regarding use of foreign names 
and place names are also outlined. In 
regard to names, the English equivalent 
has, as a rule, been adopted except when 
the foreign one is better known. The 
arrangement of the work is alphabetical, 
omitting short words of little conse- 
quence. 

Good articles were found under 
Theatre, The Jewish; Yiddish language 


and literature; and Hebrew language 





and literature; but there are no references 
from Drama, Language or Literature to 


the respective articles. In the article 
Music, Jews in, we find mention of 
George Gershwin and Yehudah Menu- 
him. There is a cross reference to this 
article from Gershwin but no cross ref- 
erence from Menuhim. There are cross 
references, in all cases checked, from the 
English form of a word to the Hebrew 
form of the word, when it is used as an 
entry, and vice versa, e.g.: Pesach, see 
Passover ; Pentecost, see Shavuot; Mar- 
riage broker, see Shadchan. In some 
cases cross references are given from one 
spelling of a Hebrew name to another. 
For example, there is a reference from 
Kosher to Kasher (although one is then 
referred to Dietary laws) but there is 
no reference from Shabuot to Shavuot. 
More cross references of this sort would 
make it easier for the average reader to 
consult the volume. It is obvious that 
a more careful check of cross references 
and greater consistency would increase 
the usefulness of the volume. 

Bibliographies are not a feature of the 
work. 

The information on topics of current 
interest is up to date, for example Anti- 
Semitism, Palestine and Zionism. Fig- 
ures and statistics in articles range from 
1933-37, and apparently are the latest 
available authentic information. 

The value of Vallentine’s Jewish 
encyclopaedia is enhanced by the many 
excellent illustrations, plates and maps 
contained in the volume. The Encyclo- 
pedia of Jewish knowledge does not con- 
tain illustrations and includes fewer and 
less useful maps. The paper, type and 
format make the Vallentine volume ex- 
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tremely attractive and it is durably 
bound in heavy dark blue cloth. 

Recommended, especially for small li- 
braries. 


The World book encyclopedia in 
eighteen volumes (and Guide volume 
19); modern, pictorial, comprehen- 
sive. Chicago, The Quarrie corpora- 
tion, c1939. cloth $72; buckram $82; 
Roxite $92. 


The scope and purpose of this edition 
of the World book encyclopedia follows 
the standards and traditions of its many 
predecessors since 1917. This encyclo- 
pedia was last reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin in January 1935. S. 
Edgar Farquhar has been the managing 
editor since 1933; the editorial advisory 
board of seven members includes men dis- 
tinguished in the field of education, while 
contributors are outstanding representa- 
tives or experts in the subjects for which 
they are responsible. 

Many improvements were noted in the 
1939 edition, which resembles that of 
1934 in format and in range of subject 
matter. Revision consists of articles re- 
written, as China, Corn, Dairying; ar- 
ticles largely revised, as Hitler ; or articles 
revised in part, as Houston; and the addi- 
tion of some new subjects, as Petroleum, 
Water, Family, Public opinion, and, 
under Government, a comparison of 
Democracy, Communism and Fascism. 
Changes and corrections have been made 
to complete or to correct dates and statis- 
tics, as in the article on Masaryk. Addi- 
tional space in this edition is obtained by 
inserting pages with supplementary num- 
bers, e.g., p.2882a. 


In the rewritten articles there is a 


ieee 


commendable trend toward the use of 
specific rather than general information, 
see Asphalt. An impartial noncritical 
attitude has been adopted. Examples of 
this appear on p.1394, where the former 
expression “foreign devils” has been re- 
placed by the term “foreigner,” and also 
on p.6196 in the mention of the “judi- 
ciary reorganization controversy.” 

There is evidence of hasty revision and 
inconsistence in certain sections. For in- 
stance, the sketch of the new pope, Pius 
XII, has been added, and the death date 
supplied for Pius XI, under the entry 
Pius, p.5639, but in the list of popes, 
p.5735, Pius XII -is not included. 
Former names of city and political units 
are still used in the subject entries rather 
than the new official forms, as Peking 
with cross reference from Peiping, and 
Persia with reference from Iran. 

Some subjects in need of rewriting 
are those on Domestic art, Literature for 
children, Drama, Post-war America in 
particular, and Palestine. Extensive re- 
vision and new illustrations would be 
desirable in the article on Dolls, and also 
in the section on Architecture, which 
uses, p.360, a rather old-fashioned ex- 
ample of a house and refers to it as em- 
bodying “the most modern ideas.” 

The encyclopedia is well illustrated on 
the whole, new illustrations and maps 
having been substituted for those more 
obviously out of date, while clear picture 
charts have been added to brighten or 
clarify many articles. 

The bibliography in volume 18 has 
been revised by omitting many of the 
superseded titles and by including a few 
books published between 1934 and 1937. 

In volume 19, which is the Reading 
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and study guide, the most conspicuous 
and advantageous change is the omission 
of the “Illustrative units of instruction” 
in the social studies, natural science and 
character training. Less obvious changes, 
but equally important to the teacher using 
the guide, are the new items added to 
cover new material in the text, and the 
dropping of a few no longer used. 

The 1939 edition of the World book 
encyclopedia continues to rank as a valu- 
able reference work, comprehensive and 
conveniently organized for the needs of 
young people and containing much ma- 
terial of interest to adults. 

The set is recommended for home, 
school and public library use; the 1939 
edition is recommended for libraries need- 
ing replacements or having editions 
earlier than that of 1934. Editions is- 
sued between 1934-38 are still satisfac- 
tory for general use. 


NOTE 


The Columbia reference library is a 
list of “Reference books especially recom- 
mended by President Nicholas Murray 
Butler to meet the needs of families, 
clubs, hotels, steamships, and other simi- 
lar groups in answering questions of 
date, name or fact.” It has also been 
referred to as the “University Bookshelf” 
in inquiries received by the Subscription 
Books Committee. The complete library, 
delivered in the United States, may be 





purchased from the Columbia University 


Bookstore for $85; the cost of the 
separate volumes totals $95.95. It may 
be had in uniform binding and in various 
colors on special order. Volumes in the 
Columbia reference library are: 


1. The Columbia encyclopedia 

2. Webster’s new international dic- 
tionary 

3. Whitaker’s almanack 

4. Whitaker’s peerage 

5. World atlas, Premier edition 
(Rand McNally) 

6. World almanac 

7. Who’s who in America 

8. Who’s who (British) 

9. Stevenson, Burton. The home 
book of quotations 

10. Concise dictionary of national 
biography 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 

view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library A ssocia- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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